
HafenCity University Hamburg   05–06 May 2025

Urban Future-Making: 
Situating Agency 

Within the Built Environment
International conference 

Programme



Stream 1: Drivers in Urban Future-Making

Panel I: Controlling Space, Mastering Time, Driving Change - PART I
Monday: 11.15 - 12.45, Session I, Moderation: Louis Volont

Oliver Reese, HafenCity University Hamburg - The Actual Existing City of the Future: How Urban Visions 
of the Future Serve Political and Economic Interests Using the Example of The Line

Dasha Kuletskaya, RWTH Aachen University - Performing Real Estate Value: Elbtower and the Politics of 
Future

Markus Hesse, University of Luxembourg - The Big-Tech Corporation as a Driver and/or Maker of Urban 
Futures: Amazon.com

Oliver Ibert and Elisa Kochskämper, Leibniz-Institute for Research on Society and Space (IRS); 
German Federal Association for Housing and Urban Development (vhw) - Advancing Long-Term 
Transformative Agendas in Disruptive Times

Panel II: Controlling Space, Mastering Time, Driving Change - PART II
Monday: 13.45 - 15.15, Session II, Moderation: Hanna Göbel

Nicolas Zehner, Technical University Berlin - From Simple to ‘Dataist Modernity’: Technoscience and the 
Quest for Control

Mingyue Li, Free University of Berlin - A Neoliberal Tale of Urban Housing: Bias, Control, and the Justice 
of Right-to-Rent in Berlin

Gala Nettelbladt, HafenCity University Hamburg - Planning Futures of the Past: Contradictory 
Temporalities in Governing Urban Water Scarcity in Germany’s Transitioning Coal Mining Regions

Ramazan Oruç, Istanbul Technical University - The Future of Local Democracy under the Authoritarian 
Siege of Central Government: A Case of Istanbul’s Planning Agency

Panel III: Imaginaries, Narratives, and Visions as Drivers
Monday: 15.45 - 17.15, Session III, Moderation: Katharina Manderscheid 

Jonathan Pillen, Institute for Social-Ecological Research (ISOE) Frankfurt - Visions of the Future for 
Shaping Transformative Infrastructuring

Marian Counihan, University of Groningen - Running Ahead or in Circles? Front-Running Cities and 
Progressive Urban Imaginaries as Drivers of Urban Futures

Anitra Baliga, Erasmus University Rotterdam - Real Estate Developers as ‘Developmental Heroes’? 
Examining the Role of Development Narratives in Shaping Mumbai‘s Urban Future

Savaş Zafer Şahin, Ankara Hacı Bayram Veli University - Designing ‘Hope’ as a Collaborative Driving 
Force from Below for Future-Making in the Global South

Niloufar Vadiati, Leuphana University Lüneburg - Algorithmic Urban Future-Making through Housing 
(Post-)Platforms

Panel IV: Local Cultures and Aesthetics as Drivers
Tuesday: 09.00 - 10.30, Session IV, Moderation: Christine Hentschel

Ruchika Khanna, Jawaharlal Nehru University New Delhi - A City Frozen In Time? Law, Aesthetics, and 
Material Transformation In Post-Colonial Urban Future-Making: A Case Study Of Chandigarh, 
India

Maruša Goluža, ZRC SAZU Ljubljana, Anton Melik Geographical Institute - Steering a Melting Future: 
Development Paths of Winter Tourism-Dependent Mountain Resorts

Robert Gilmore, Durham University - Negotiating the Cramped Space of the Present: Lessons from 
Belfast, Northern Ireland

Ali Rıza Bayrak, Izmir University of Economics - Learning from the Reflexes of Solidarity in the Periphery: 
Weaving the Urban Future

Mona Nheili, Politecnico di Milano - Alternative Urban Visions: Ecological Lessons from the Unbuilt 
History of Belgrade



Stream 2: Arenas of Urban Future-Making

Panel I: Arenas of Urban Mobilities and Transport
Monday: 15.45 - 17.15, Session III, Moderation: Gernot Grabher

Ana Carolina Girão de Castro, Federal University of Ceará Fortaleza - Urban Arenas of Transformation: 
Cycling Infrastructure and Marginalized Communities in Fortaleza

Melis Günay, HafenCity University Hamburg - ‘Making’ or ‘Breaking’ Future Mobility: Urban Traffic 
Experiments as Arenas of Negotiation

Tom Hawxwell, HafenCity University Hamburg - Interrogating Transition Imaginaries: Mapping Present 
Futures of Urban (Auto)Mobilities

Mathias Krams, Goethe University Frankfurt - Addressing Mobility-Related Inequalities in Arenas of 
Urban Future-Making: On the Selectivity of Strategy-Development Processes

Jens S. Dangschat, Technical University Vienna - Agency in the Field of Urban Transport

Panel II: Arenas of Inclusion, Resistance, and Justice
Tuesday: 09.00 – 10.30, Session IV, Moderation: Lucas Pohl

Suryagayathri Geetha Devi, Technical University Braunschweig - Arenas of Resistance: The Fight Against 
the Greenfield Airport in Aranmula

Annegret Haase and Janine Pößneck, Helmholtz-Centre for Environmental Research Leipzig - ‘Arrival 
Constellations’: Coping with Forced Migration as ‘Arena’ for Urban Future-Making?

Bilgesu Sever, Bilkent University Ankara - Arenas of Resistance and Justice in the Age of Neoliberalism: 
Urban-Environmental Movements in a Coastal Town, Ayvalık

Yasmin Bayoumi, KU Leuven - Makerspaces, Inclusion, and Urban Future-Making: The Case of the 
Summercamp at Timelab Makerspace in Ghent

Panel III: Arenas of Socio-Technical and Environmental Entanglements
Tuesday: 11.00 – 12.30, Session V, Moderation: Alessandro Arlati

Sophia Leipert, HafenCity University Hamburg - ‘The Port, That Is Us’: Port Automation as Socio-
Technical Entanglements and its Contested Dynamics of Urban Future-Making

Erdem Üngür, Gebze Technical University Kocaeli - Hatay’s Post-Earthquake Urban Reconstruction: 
Another Laboratory for Disaster Urbanism

Charrlotte Adelina, Free University of Berlin - More-Than-Human Tactics in Coimbatore’s Urban Forests
Vera Buttmann, HafenCity University Hamburg - Outside the Arena: The Non-Inclusion of Non-

Pioneering Cities in Urban Climate Mitigation Governance

Panel IV: Arenas of Coexistence and Collaboration
Tuesday: 13.30 – 15.00, Session VI, Moderation: Tom Hawxwell

Lukas Pappert and Anke Hagemann, Technical University Berlin - ‘Co-Visioning Platforms’: Building 
Arenas of Collaborative Future-Making at the Urban-Rural Interface

Mark-Roman Schwarz, University of Stuttgart - The Urban Night in Transition: Public Spaces as Arenas 
of Change

Muhammet Esat Tiryaki, Humboldt University of Berlin - Beyond the Market Stall: Temporalities, 
Belonging, and Future-Making at the Maybachufer

Hanna Noller, Technical University Braunschweig - Maintaining Openess: Spatial Voids as Catalysts for 
Participation in Arenas of Urban Future-Making



Stream 3: Resources of Urban Future-Making

Panel I: Resources of Data and Technology
Monday: 11.15 – 12.45, Session I, Moderation: Fabian Namberger

Maja-Lee Voigt, Leuphana University Lüneburg - Back to the Future: How Amazon’s Technologies are 
Using Uncertainties as Resource to Fuel a City on Demand

Lutz Eichholz, Fraunhofer IESE - Municipal AI Implementation: A Resource-Based Framework
Michelle Renz, HafenCity University Hamburg - From Outsourcing to Insourcing: How Cities Implement 

Digital Urban Twins – A Comparative Study
Mohammad Hamed Abdi, University of Antwerp - How Can Digitalisation Make Future Cities ‘Proximate’? 

Public Profiles Beyond Technological Provisioning

Panel II: Energy Resources, Extraction, and Metabolic Entanglements
Monday: 13.45 – 15.15, Session II, Moderation: Thilo van der Haegen

Hannes Langguth and Wojciech Kębłowski, HafenCity University Hamburg; Vrije Universiteit Brussels - 
Redefining the Agency of the Local State: Urban Future-Making Around China-Led Investments in 
Peripheral Eastern Germany and Poland

Elke Beyer, David Bauer, Anke Hagemann and Paul Strobel, Anhalt University of Applied Sciences; 
Technical University of Berlin - Material Flows and Spatial Justice: A Framework for Research and 
Teaching

Alejandro Orduz, Technical University Berlin - European Energy Transition: Disruptive Re-Composition of 
Andean-European Rare-Earth Extraction Landscapes en Route

Nathan Marom, Sciences Po Urban School Paris - Metabolic Entanglements of Material and Symbolic 
Resources: Scenes of Unequal Urban Future-Making Across Israel and India

Panel III: Imaginaries, Visions, and Investments as Resources
Monday: 15.45 – 17.15, Session III, Moderation: Joachim Thiel

Tim Bunnell, National University of Singapore - Where Did the City of the Future Come From? Tracing 
Putrajaya’s Constitutive Geographies

Wladimir Sgibnev, Leibniz Institute for Regional Geography - Crowdsourcing Mobility Futures
Bruna Vendemmia, Elisa Chiara Bizzotto and Libera Amenta, Università degli Studi di Napoli Federico II - 

Agents of Change in Multi-Risk Urban Transformation: The Case of Bagnoli-Coroglio
Sena Çınar, Izmir Institute of Technology - Contesting the Role of Creative Communities in Urban-Rural 

Arenas: A Critical Perspective from Urla



Stream 4: Tactics in Urban Future-Making

Panel I: Diverse Geographies of Tactical Urbanism
Monday: 11.15 – 12.45, Session I, Moderation: Hannes Langguth

Ayşegül Boyalı, Sakarya University - Navigating Tactics and Strategies: Grassroots Resistance to the 
Neoliberalisation of Urban Public Green Spaces and the Question of Socio-Ecological Justice

Willi Bauer, Friedrich-Alexander-Universität Erlangen-Nürnberg - Cracking Imaginaries: Tactics and 
Paradoxes of Making Lilongwe Clean, Green, and Prosperous Amid Overlapping Crises

Moritz Kasper, Technical University Dortmund - Storage as Infrastructural Tactic and Future-Making: 
Accounts from Households in Nairobi

Gamzenur Aygün, Izmir Institute of Technology - Tactical Food Practices in Marginalised 
Neighbourhoods: Transforming Urban Spaces Through Everyday Practices

Panel II: Tactics within Urban Experiments
Monday: 13.45 – 15.15, Session II, Moderation: Melis Günay

Manuel Jung, Sophia Knopf and Michael Mögele, Technical University Munich - Making Mobility 
Futures with Urban Experiments: Picturing, Preparing and Persuading in Real-World and Virtual 
Environments in Munich

Anke Klaever and Ersilia Verlinghieri, Technical University of Berlin; University of Westminster - Re-
Politicizing (Street) Experiments: Reflections on the Social and Political Learning Momentum of 
the Planning Approach

Anna Aigner, Technical University Vienna - Learning in Urban Governance Experiments: Insights from the 
Vienna Climate Team

Maya Donelson, HafenCity University Hamburg - Swimming Wildly and Tactically to Improve Rivers: 
Experiences from England and London

Maria Frölich-Kulik, Hinnerk Utermann and Sigrun Langner, Bauhaus-University Weimar - Brick 
Production and Field Kiln: An Arena Activating Urban Future Making in the Vogtland

Panel III: Actors’ Capacity in Shaping Tactics
Tuesday: 11.00 – 12.30, Session V, Moderation: Alessandra Manganelli

Anders Moeller, National University of Singapore - Strategizing Nusantara: Uncovering Elite Tactics and 
Agency in the Making of Indonesia’s New Capital City

Ignacio Perez, University of Oxford - Hesitation as Tactic: The Diplomat and the Making of Urban Futures
Elya Milner, Technical University Berlin - Radical Planning and Political Activism in Extremely Contested 

Cities: Learning From Jerusalem and Johannesburg
Manoj Roy, Lancaster University - Save, Spread and Pull: Excavating City-Making from the Bottom Up

Panel IV: Co-Creative and Action-Led Methodologies as Tactics
Tuesday: 13.30 – 15.00, Session VI, Moderation: Antje Stokman

Ashley van Huis and Richard Laing, Northumbria University - Co-Visioning Our Neighbourhood: 
Embedding Visually-Driven, Co-Creative Approaches Within Neighbourhood Planning

Alexandra Schmitz, HafenCity University Hamburg - Evolutionary Architecture: Overcoming Barriers to 
the Transformation of Existing Buildings - A Practice-Based Research

Maria Pone, University Roma Tre - Architecture and Climate: Toward a Non-Extractive Approach
Hendrik Weiner, Brandenburgische Technische Universität Cottbus-Senftenberg - Tactics for Growing:  

From Exploratory Teaching-Projects to Bottom-Up Urban Living Labs



Stream 5: Materiality in Urban Future-Making

Panel I: Materiality, Infrastructures and Urban Metabolism
Tuesday: 09.00 – 10.30, Session IV, Moderation: Monika Grubbauer

Jasmin Baumgartner and Lara Reyniers, Vrije Universiteit Brussel - (Re)building the City: From Material 
Maintenance at the Margins towards Just Urban Building Regimes?

Lukas Adolphi, Catholic University Eichstätt-Ingolstadt - Metabolism as Urban Future-Making: Muddy 
Insights from Leipzig’s Sewage Treatment

Lena Enne, HafenCity University Hamburg - Fixing Change? Maintenance and Repair of Hamburg’s Gas, 
Water, and Sanitation Infrastrcutures

Barathi Nakkeeran, Université Paris Cité - Telling Non-Toxic Futures: Rethinking Waste Systems in Indian 
Cities

Panel II: Material Methodologies and Representations
Tuesday: 11.00 – 12.30, Session V, Moderation: Anna Hentschel

Bastian Manteuffel, Helmut Schmidt University Hamburg - Futuremaking as Problemmaking, or: 
Problematising Digital Urbanism

Mine Dinçer Öztürk, Istanbul Technical University - The (In)Visible Stories of Agency at the Construction 
Site

Aditi Natarajan and Juliana Goncalves, Technical University Delft - Weathering the Urban: Exploring the 
Material Implications of Climate Imaginaries for Urban Future-Making

Burcu Nimet Dumlu, Istanbul Technical University - Mapping Urban Mnemonics for a Non-
Anthropocentric Future-Making

Anna Neuhaus, Technical University of Berlin - Re-Representing Spatial Relationalities: Investigating 
Mattering Processes in Transformation-Oriented Research Projects

Panel III: Strategies and Politics of Material Transformation
Tuesday: 13.30 – 15.00, Session VI, Moderation: Lena Enne

Carola Fricke, Saarland University - Collapsing Heritage: Materiality and Housing Policy between the 
Built Environment, Gentrification and Housing Conditions in Bordeaux

Jesse Fox, Tel Aviv University - Common Materials: Material Transformation and Loss of Urban 
Commons in Urban Renewal Neighborhoods

Ismene Ehrler, University of Zurich - How Property Shapes Material Care: A Legal-Material Reading of 
Maintenance and Repair

Martin Gegner, Berlin Social Science Center - The Materiality of Mobility: How Historical Infrastructures 
Help to Shape the Future Viability of Urban Spaces: The Example of the EUREF Campus in Berlin

Kathrin Meyer, HafenCity University Hamburg - Decision-Making Processes in Post-War Architecture: 
Pathways to Climate Neutrality by 2045 in Germany



Stream 6: Practicing Urban Future-Making

Panel I: Practicing Experimental Design
Monday: 13.45 – 15.15, Session II, Moderation: Aboli Mangire

Benedikt Stoll, Guerilla Architects, Berlin - Performativity and Tactical Urbanism in Conflicts of Change: 
The Artistic Practice of Guerilla Architects at Berlin-Mehringplatz

Johanna Bendlin and Kristin Lazarova, landscape architect, Brussels; urban practitioner, Berlin - In 
Streets Once Still, a Dance of Becoming: Responsive Movements in Changing Landscapes

Riccarda Cappeller and Andrew Belfield, Leibniz University Hannover - Dimensions of Spatial Practice: 
Collective Work, Urban Labs and Experiments

Katarina Bajc, HafenCity University Hamburg - Challenges in Fostering Lasting Transformations of 
Urban Landscapes through Tactical Approaches

Libera Amenta and Francesca Nocca, University of Naples Federico II - Dynamic Arenas and Temporary 
Uses: Co-Creating Resilient Futures for Industrial Wastescapes in City-Port Areas

Panel II: Tools, Games, and Scenarios in Practice
Monday: 15.45 – 17.15, Session III, Moderation: Michael Hirschbichler

Evelyn Riemer, Kassel University - Internalizing Complexity: Digital and Analogue Simulation-Tools for 
Citizen Participation for Sustainable Urban Development

Hilke Marit Berger and Annika Kühn, HafenCity University Hamburg - Playful Futures: Co-Creating 
Resilient Cities

Paolo De Martino, University IUAV of Venice - Designing from the Sea: Challenges, Methodologies and 
Scenarios for Planning with Water

Indrawan Prabaharyaka, Humboldt University of Berlin - Wind Witnesses: An Ethnographic Animation

Panel III: Education as Practice
Tuesday: 13.30 – 15.00, Session VI, Moderation: Maren Vielhaber

Lennard Thier, HafenCity University Hamburg - Circular Building: A Critical Analysis of Architectural 
Design in Teaching

Viktor Damov, University of Architecture Sofia - University as Arena: Rethinking Architectural Education 
Through History, Dialogue, and Tactical Interventions

Eylem Keskin and Ipek Akpınar, Izmir Institute of Technology - Campus as a Living Lab: Higher Education 
Institutions as Catalysts for Transformative Innovation in Urban Future-Making

Silvia Stuchi, Marcela Noronha, Denis Alves, Milena Serafim, Mariana Versino and Rafael Dias, 
Universidade Estadual de Campinas Sao Paulo - Tactical Urbanism and Knowledge Territories: 
Learning from HIDS-Unicamp (Brazil) and Distritotec (Mexico)

Jan Peuckert, Sonja Buxbaum-Conradi and Yimin Perko, Helmut Schmidt University Hamburg - Fab City 
Hamburg as a Catalyst for Niche-Regime Interaction: Struggling Institutional Logics in Urban 
Arenas of Sustainability Transitions


